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UNITED COLORED DEMOCRACY.

How the Famous Adjunct to New Yerk’s
Tamnany Organization was Conceived
and Made Strong—Chief Edward E. Lee
a Borm Leader of Men.

New York, N. Y., Bpeeial ~-Whea
Richard Cioker installed Edward E.
Lee as ‘‘the Black Croker’” wilh
pewers ameng the colored voters,
equal- to his own among the white
voters of Tammany Hall, and recog-
nized Lee’s Uuited Celored D-mocracy

EDWARD E. LEE.

of all 1he borcughs of the greater city
of New York, as adjanct to Tammany
Hall, 1t struck republicans generslly
wilk dismay snd dazed thousands of
democrats. Many of Lhe politicailly wise
enes of all parties shook their heads
with negative nods, as if in doubt as to
the wisdom of so radical & move. Bui
Mr, Oroker eaw thingsdifferently and
assumed entlire responsibility for his
actien. How well the whole thing has
worked willshow by a glanee at the
following figuree:

There are in Borough of Manhattan
alone, abous mine thousand colored
voters, ninety-seven per cent of whom
voted the republican ticket ftom the
day the Filteenth Amendment went
inso effeet, up Lo 1897. In the campaign
of that year, Mr. Croker put Edward
k. Lee 1n charge of the colored voters,
tellirg him if he made a good showing
that he, Croker, would recogmize and
treat the eolered democrats just as he
did the white voters of that party, ac
cordimg to the number of votes cast by
them. And Lee wen: to work,organized
the Uniled Colored Demoecrscy, with
headquarters at 152 West 58rd street,

Through this organization Robert A.

Van Wyck for mayor, received about
fifty-two per cent of the nine thous-
and ef colored voters 1n the Boreugh
of Manhattan, In 1868 Augustus Van
Wyck for governer, through this same
organization, wander Mr. Croker’s guid-
ance and Lee's leadership, received
sixty-five per cent ¢f these voters. A:
the election of 1609, seventy-one per
ecmb was east for the democratic ticket,
aid in an off year at thas. And still
the orgapization is Riowing, for im
every instance Mr, Croker has kept his
word with his black leader, Edward E.
Lee, and I.¢e has in all gases fulfilled
his promise to Croker, Thus confi
dence has been fully established on
both eides. That the United Colered
Demecracy ha« dene goad WoOrk, speaks
fer fwsell; for it comtrolled at the last
@eneral election, in spite of McCal-
lough’s manipulation and garbling of
the relurns, three thousand, one hun-
dred and sixty-two bopa fide declazed
colered democratic voters, eligible to
vote at the next democraw¢ primary
election. That the United Celored De-
mocracy has come te etay, eannod be
deubted afler a glance at the character
and caiiber of men just ele¢ted officers
of LLe crganizadivnm,

Edward E. Lee, chief of the United
Colored Demeoraey of all the boroughs
of the Greater City of New York, was
born in Virginia about forty-two years
ago, amid environments that would
have been fatal to any man of lefs in-
domitable will. His very build is in
harmony witbh the Herculean task eset
him by Mr. Croker of moulding and
controlling a coiored democratic organ
1zation. Mr. Lee stands about six feet,
two inghes in his soeks, and welghs
two hundred and sen pounds. He is of
large physique, has a lerge brain, s big
acars. and an iron will, Lee i8 & born
ieader of men. His followers regard
e word as eac¥ed. In a word there is
nothing small abeut Leader Lee but his
purse, and that will never be larger.
He 1s ever seeking something for his
constituents, but for himself, nothing;
and In this lies the secreé of his suc

cess a8 AD organizer of his people.

In leavir g the republiean party and
golng into the democratic party, Mr.
Lee took nearly one thousand colored
republicans with him te organize his
United Colored Democracy. He has
been extremely fortunate in surround-
ing himself with young, trustworthy
and influential men of his race, He is
reeponeible for the presence In the
demoeratic party of such independent
and bralny young men a&s Ralph E
Langston, leader of the colored demo-
crats of the twenty fifth assembly dis
(riot, and who has jast been elected
president of the United Colored De
meeracy ef all the boroughs of the
Greater City of New York.

Leader Langaton is thesecond son of
the late John Mercer Langsfon. Mr.
Langston senior, was born in Virginia
and was educated in Overlin College,
Ohlo. He was a man of letiers and re-
finement. He was an able lawyer and

RALPH E. LANGBTON. -

was sald to be one of the etrongest at
the bars of Washington, D. C. and Vir.
ginia. He was minister to Hayti for
elght years under Grant and Hayes ve
spectively. Also represested the 4th
Congreszional distriet of Virginia in
the House of Representatives for two
terms He was an uncompromising re-
publican, as was also his son Ralph,
until Lee took him into the United
Celored Demeecracy. Mr. R, B Lang
sten bas lived in the twenty fifth as-
sembly dlstrict about fifteen years, He
was a republican leader and worker
up te 1897. His home is 1n the eighth
election district of the twenty-fifth as-
sembly distries, where there wereregis

tered in the eampaifa of 1899, ninety-
three colored voters, and out of that
number gixty four voted the deme-
cratic ticket, owing te Langston’s
popularity amonz them., On Monday
March bBth, he was elected president of
the United Colered Democracy with-
out a dissenting volee and carmried the
entire ticket through with him His ad

vent into the demecratie party has
greatly helped to cut the usual republi-

can mpjority of three thousasd te six

bundred and esixty -sevemn at the fall
election in the tweniy-fifth, or the
Tenderloin district. Langston tookinto
the democratie party with him his
bosom friend, Augustus Murray, a life
long, rocksribbed republican. Murray,
while living in New York, is a railroad
man, renning b=tween New York and
Beston. Being in New York one day
and In Bosten the next, he hasorgan-
ized 1n Boston a democratic club of
twe eundred strcng.

John 0. Johnson, chalrman of the
executive committee of the United Col-
ored Democracy, was born in New
York City in 1888,is a bright young
man and pepular wish the young ele-
ment of she ocolored race, alto an
able executive officer, easy and grace.-
fal in manner and worke in harmony
with Chief Lee and President Lang:
8lon.

William Russell Johnson, leader of
the United Colored D:moecracy for the
Boreugh of King’s, was born in New
York City forty~two years ago. He is
Bot only leader of the United Colored
Democraey for the Borough, but 18 one

WILLIAM RUBSEL JOHNSON,

of Chief Lge’s most respected and
trusied lientenamts, Mr. Johnson was
one of the founders of the Alfred Q.
Chapin Clab, the first recognized Ne-
gro demoeratie club in the city ef
Brooklyn, was assistant steward of the
Oonstitutional Club of Brooklyn of
which Boss MeLaughlin was an honor-
ary member. Mr. Johnson was presi-

dent of the seciety of the Sons of New
York, a scelal order,fer two terms. This
is the largest organisation of its kind
in the United Btates. He was also a
member of the Board of Vestry, St
Augustine P. E.church. Mr, Johnson
13 a spleadid eonversationalist, and fs
well versed in sall current events, social
and political. Being a man of bril-
liant ideas and fluenoy of speech, makes
him an ideal leader among his people

This faet no one better understands or
more throughly appreciates than Chief
Lee,

Mr. Madisen 8. Jones is a native of
the District of Oolumbia, and eme of
Mr Lee's strongest su pporters, and
belds one of the mest important po-
eliions in the United Oolored De-
mocracy of Greater New York. When
Mr. Lee first deelded to aceept she po
sition of chief of the United Colored
Democracy his first official aet was the
seleotion of Mr. Jones as his private
Secretary. Mr. Jones proved to be an
indispensable nid to $he orgamnization
and shortly after he was made private
secretary to the Chlef, he was unani-
mously chosen as offieial stenographer
of the organisation. He i liked by all

whe knew him. He is a gentlemas,and !

O e =

highly iespected families jn Washing-
ton. His father was eme of thg firs
traetees of the colored echools of the
Distiict of Columbia agd today therg gy
aschool In that city that bears Ly
name, Mr. Jones well deserves the
honor conferreé upon him. He came 4o
this city 12 the summer of 1899 and
immediately began to try to do soms-
thing with short hand. He was hers
sometime before he suceeeded, but pe.
Ing a young man with push, pluek and
ambition he finally landed, and today
helds a pesition im the District Ax.
torney’s office of the eity and comnly
of New York that no other colosed
man has ever held in the history of
the office,

Thus the United Colored Democracy
goes into the campaign of 1900, well
armed and equipped to producs results
creditable to the organization and bege.
fieial to the colered race,

FACT ARD FANCY,

Lieut. Toomey has been dubted the
poet laureate of the MScoond Baptist

Lyoeum,

H. Eugene Wilson {a preparing o
issue & volume of his poetical effusions
for dietribution among his personsl
friends,

Senator Mason 18 swioging merrily
sround she colored circuit, scattering
eunshine and excoviating
licerty’ as impure food.

The District Commmissioner’s pame
Is Macfariand, Get onto the spelling
and style, fellow craftemen, belore
writing any more akout him,

While the Mystic Shriners were dls-
porting themselves this week 1n festa
array, and the town was glviog them
the “glad hand’”—the Negro looked on.

Booker T. Washington bas a strong
champion, oratorically and mentally,
in the person of Mr. John T. Haskins,
foreman of The Oolored American com*
posing room,

Lient. R. E. Gaither 1s the tallest em-
ployee in the Uensus Bureau and Mr.
Samuel H Bond is the shorsest—and
it is a remarkable coingidence that bosh
extremes are colored.

There is soarcely a government em-
ployee in town who doesn’t bave s
speclal work outside of his depari-
meatal dutiee—law, medicine, presch-
lag, newspaper, miusic, organization,
private instruetion, or politicsl manipu-

lation. It means the expenditure of »
lot of energy, bmt it keeps a feilow’s
faculties on keen edge, and the stray
dollars materially augment the nene-
too-liberal salaries received.

These are a lot of ““brave’” peopis Iz
Washingtom and the North who are
continually ‘‘spouting” about what
the eolored leaders in the South should
do, and whas they sheuld net do, eto,
These men in the southland bave ae
quired laud, are growing orops, and
many are im pasimess. They are, fof
the most part, as peace with their white
Beighbers, and have mo sympathy with
the idle, shiftless class of their oWD
rade who hasg around bar rooms, c0m’
mib larcenies and other grnmes which
make statistics thas give plausibility $0
the eriticisms of the Oharles Dudley
Warners axd the editors of sueh jouraals
as The Atlants Comstitution, The men
who live in the Bouth know what @
best, and don’t need {he gratuitous ad’
vice of the smart peeple who DeEVer
Bive a penmy to help, and who keep
their carcasses in safety on this side of
the Potomag,

“‘eanned

=

The Delmoe Koonce eafe is the finest

comes frem ome of the oldest and ML

this side of New York Oity.
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